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Plalm xxix. 2. 
Give unto the Lord the Glory due unto bis Wane; ; 
ve the Lord i in the B. cauty LE H olineſs.. 


Ny - os 


HE Worſhip of God i is ſo natural a Duty, 
that the Practice of it has extended as far 
in the World, as the Knowledge of him; 


and it has been more or leſs perfect, in Proportish 


to the Degrees of Men's Knowledge of God and his 
Attributes. This is the obvious Account of the 
various Modes of Worſhip practiſed by different Na- 
tions ; but beſides this, ſome Diverſity would na- 
turally ariſe in each Nation, from the different 
Underſtandings of Men, as well as from their op- 
poſite Humours and Paſſions ; and Conſiderations 
of a foreign Nature would of courſe intermix in'a 
Matter, in which all Men are concerned, and which 
good Men have ſo much at Heart, 


* 
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One Nation having been ſelected by God, to 
keep up the Knowledge of him in the World, and 
to produce in time the great Revealer of the Divine 
Will to all Mankind, it appears to have been the 
particular Object of Providence, that their Worſhip 
ſhould be uniform, and that it ſhould ſerve the im- 
portant Purpoſe of keeping them unpolluted by the 
Idolatries of their Neighbours. Accordingly many 
_ Circumſtances of the Jewiſh Worſhip had a Ten- 
dency, ſo to fix their Attention, that the groſs Er- 
rors and Practices of their Neighbours might not 
divert it; whilſt many other, Circumſtances were 
evidently intended to Guify thoſe humble and 
grateful Sentiments, which A a pious Mind in 
the Preſence of God. | 


When the Fulneſs of Time was come, . to realiſe 
all that was typified, and to accompliſh what was 
foretold, in the Jewiſh Church, the Terms of Ac- 


ceptance with God were proportioned to the exten- 
| oe Deſign of the Goſpel. 


The Jewiſh Worſhip, of which the Beauty chiefly 
conſiſted in its Conformity to the divine Inſtitution of 
| it, 
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it, was of itſelf ſu perſeded by a Religion, deſigned not 


for one Nation, but for all the Ends of the Earth. 
So much of it, as had a Reference to the Idolatries 


of Nations contiguous to Paleſtine, was too Local 


for an Univerſal Religion; and ſo much as had been 
graciouſly adapted, by the divine Inſtitutor, to the 
inveterate Prejudices of the Jews, or to other Cir- 


cumſtances peculiar to their Condition, became _ 


_ uſeleſs in a Religion, which was meant to open the 
Door of Mercy to Gentiles as well as Jews. 


ut after all theſe Deductions, it would be ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe, that a public Worſhip was not 
intended under the Goſpel, though our Saviour 
appears by his Silence to have left the Forms of it 


to be ſettled, according to the different Exigencies 


of the ſeveral Branches of his Church. 


He himſelf conformed to the Fewiſh Worſhip, 
and frequented the Synagogues and the Temple at 
Jeruſalem. But, as He foreſaw the Deſtruction of 
that Temple, and the Overthrow of the Jewiſh 
State, it may be preſumed, that he would have 
ſignified his Will to his Diſciples, had be meant to 

| have 


[6] 
have the typical Parts of the Jewiſh Service re- 
tained, after they were accompliſhed in his Perſon, 


or had he meant to have any particular Forms and 


Ceremonies ſubſtituted in their room, for the Uſe 
of all Ages. | 


But he did not leave his Church without the 
moſt Eſſential Directions. His Inſtitution of thoſe 
two ſignificant Rites, which we call Sacraments, 
and the general Form of Prayer he preſcribed, ſut- 
ficiently intimated his Will, that divine Worſhip 
ſhould be an indiſpenſable Part of Chriſtian Duty; 
and they were at the ſame Time ſtrong Intimations 
of the STM LICIT v, which, according to the Ge- 
nius of his Religion, was to be the principal Ingre- 
dient in the Chriſtian Beauty of Holineſs. 


That his Prayer was a Model for Chriſtian Prayer 
in general, not a Form intended to exclude all other 
Forms of Prayer, is ſo evident from his own Con- 
duct, as well as from ſome Apoſtolical Directions, 
that it ſeems to require no other Proof. But whether 
any other ſet Form was uſed in the early Infancy of 
his Church, is not ſo perfectly clear. 


24 | We 
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We know, that the Worſhip in the Jewiſh Syna- 
gogue conſiſted, eſpecially after their Return from 
Babylon, partly of. Forms of Prayer. It ſeems very 
probable, that the Apoſtles would retain ſuch, as 
were not inconſiſtent with the Purity of the Goſpel ; | 
or atleaſt, that they would continue the Uſe of public 


Forms of Prayer, as no leſs proper in the Chriſtian, 
than in the Jewiſh Church. 


But 0. far they datifed the Practice, is not an 
Inquiry neceſſary to juſtify the preſent Eſtabliſhment 
of it; fince it derogates neither from the Utility, 
nor the Authority of public Forms, to ſuppaſe the 
Apoſtles and their immediate Succeſſors to have 
been inſpired, when they delivered themſelves either 
in Prayer or Exhortation; and to ſuppoſe the Peo- 
ple, at leaſt the truly pious Part of them, to have 
had extraordinary Aſſiſtances from Heaven, in join- 
ing devoutly in a Prayer, with which they were 
before unacquainted. Their Example being a Rule 
to us, in thoſe Inſtances only, in which it is 
imitable, could not be an invariable Rule in this 
Inſtance, after cheir Powers were withdrawn, and 

| when 
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when the whole was left to the ordinary Powers of 
human Underſtanding. 


At whatever Period this happened, Chriſtians 
muſt ſoon have perceived, how inſufficient, for the 
Ends of publick Prayer, extemporary Effuſions were, 
and how much the proper Devotion of Mind was 
diminiſhed, by the Attention neceſſary, to apprehend 
the Meaning of him, who was the Leader in Prayer, 
to collect the Force of his Words, and to follow 
him to the End of his Period, where ſometimes 
the principal Word lies, 1 determines the Senfe 


of the reſt, | 


This I nconvenience muſt neceſſarily have ariſen 
from the public uninſpired Uſe of Extemporary, or, 
as ſome call it, Free Prayer; and if the Miniſter 
chanced, as might happen in any Century after the 
firſt, to want Piety, or Judgment, or the People 
to need ſomething to fix their Attention, and excite 
their Devotion, the Inconvenience then became a 
conſiderable Evil. 


T0 
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To remove and prevent it, Liturgies were drawn 
up in different Forms, by the Governors of different 


Churches, till the Church of Rome gave Law to 
the whole Chriſtian World, and preſeribed One Set of 
Forms for all Nations. What ſort of Forms they were, 
how unintelligible to great Part of the Chriſtian World, 
how foreign to the Simplicity of the Goſpel, what a 
Number of Mediators they erected, inſtead of the only 
Mediator between God and Man, and how they made 
the Commandment of Chriſt of none effect, by a 

variety of human a is ſufficiently known 


amongſt us. 2 

Wh en the Corruptions of the Romiſh Church 
were e arrived at their Criſis, and Providence raiſed 
up the Great Men, who reſiſted the unchriſtian 
Laws of an unchriſtian Tyrant, it was the Happi- 
neſs of our national Church to be furniſhed with 
Pious and Judicious Men, who compiled a Liturgy, 
with an apparent Deſire to unite all Proteſtants, of 
this Nation at leaſt, in one intellightle Form of 


Worſhip. 


But it happened anon that the Proteſtant 
Church abroad was early divided, and the Diviſion 
| | B | was 


* 
Was imported hither, by ſome of the great Men, 
who had been obliged to fly from a perſecuting 


Reign, in which our Proteſtantiſm narrowly —_— 
Deſtruction in its Infancy. 


The Hiſtory of this Diviſion is not eaſily related 
with a ſtrict Impartiality ; and ſo far as it leads to 
reproach either Side, it is better not revived. But 
without minutely repeating former Grievances, we 
may and ought to regret, that Things Indifferent 
were ever treated as if they had been Eſſential; that 
the Eſtabliſhment of indifferent Things was not 
conſidered as A Reaſon for acquieſcing in them; 
and that the Breach of Chriſtian Charity, which 
ſeldom fails to attend a Separation more or leſs, did 
not deter Men ſrom ſeparating, without extreme 


N eceſſity. 


However a Separation took Place, and was partly 
ſounded in Objections to the eſtabliſhed Liturgy. 
That it is not a perfect Compoſition, may be con- 
feſſed, without Diſreſpect to it. If it be more 
perlect, than any Form of Worſhip uſed by the 
Perſons or Parties, who cenſure it, then it is ſuf- 
6. . ficiently 
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ficiently defended againſt Them; and if it anſwer 
all the valuable Ends of public Worſhip, our Go- 
vernors in Church and State are not chargeable with 
a Neglect of the Cauſe of Religion, in delaying a 
Reformation of the Liturgy, till a proper Seaſon, of 
which they muſt be the Judges. We have Reaſon, 
in the mean Time, to thank God for our Book of 
Common Prayer, upon comparing it with that, for 
which it was exchanged. A farther Reformation 
might comprehend more Proteſtants ;' and it might 
be the Means of loſing many of the preſent Members 
of our Church A wiſe Government will conſider 
well, in ſo ſerious a Matter, before it makes the 
hazardous Experiment, whether the Benefit would 
outweigh the Loſs? 180 


But it is our Comfort, that the Imperfections are 
neither ſo many, nor ſo great, as to exclude the 
Beauty of Holineſs, which, under the Goſpel, may 
be ſaid to conſiſt in a Worſhip, RATIONAL and 
DECENT with Reſpect to the Form, and 81NCERE 
in the act. And what is there in our Liturgy that 
is irrational and indecent, or that is inconſiſtent 
with a ſincere Worſhip of God ? acts 

1 Is 
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Is it Irrational to confeſs our Sins; to implore the 
divine Pardon; to pray for | Graces of which we 
feel the want, and which God has promiſed upon 
our Prayer to ſupply; to intercede for all Men ; 
and to give humble and hearty Thanks to our hea- 
venly Father? Indeed it is not pretended by Chriſ- 
tians of any Denomination, that theſe ſeveral Adds 
of Worſhip interfere with the trueſt Notions we have 
of God and of our relation to him. e 


Is it then the Form, in which theſe Prayers and 
Thankſgivings are preſcribed in our Liturgy, that 
contradicts any Principles of right Reaſon? No one 
_ will aſſert this, who has exerciſed his intellectual 
Faculties in Acts of Piety. He will find the Words 
in general correſponding to his own Deſires; he will 
feel the Benefit of expreſſing different Deſires in 
diſtinct Prayers, of keeping Devotion erect and at- 
tentive by a judicious Variety, and of intermixing 
Parts of Scripture and Ejaculations, worthy of the 
moſt rational Mind, with the Prayers, which ex- 
preſs the pureſt Devotion of the Heart. All this 
is ſo neceſſary an Aid to the greateſt Underſtanding, 
when directed to God, that it is highly probable, 
the 


[13] n 
the moſt perſect Reaſoner would, with . 


before him, contrive a Form of wo very ſimilar 
. if it had never exiſted. 


: F or here is nothing fopenticlous ant the belief 

of God and Jeſus Chriſt be Superſtition, Here is 
no Prayer for a Bleſſing, which we do not really 
need, nor any acknowledgement of a Mercy, which 
we have not really received. The Language is not 
below the Sentiments of a rational Being in the Act 
of Prayer, nor is it ſtrained beyond the natural ex- 
tent of the Thoughts of ſuch a Being, addreſſing his 
Creator. Enthuſiaſts complain, that it is cold and 
lifeleſs, whilſt Men in the other Extreme repreſent 
it as having a tendency to Enthuſiaſm. It ſhould 
ſeem from theſe oppoſite Complaints, that a due 
Medium had been obſerved between the two Ex- 
tremes. Some Parts are animated, and the Conſti- 
tation of Man requires, that they ſhould be ſo. If 
it were abſolute Enthuſiaſm to lift up the Heart of 
Man to God, it would follow, that the Perfection 
of a reaſonable Being conſiſted in his Diſtance from 
God; the contrary of which is true. But both the 
— are obviated by a Trial of theſe Forms of 
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Prayer. They will not appear dull to a well-diſ- 
poſed Mind, and they will not appear Enthuſiaſtical 
to ſuch a Mind, when it experiences, that the Af- 


fections here raiſed are founded in ſome great 
Truth, and tend to the Practice of ſome great Duty. 


In the next place, is there any thing Indecent in 
the Form of Worſhip preſcribed in our Liturgy ? 
Will the candid Papiſt deny, that it ſuits the Con- 
dition of Man with reſpe& to God, and that it is 
adapted to the Condition of whole Congregations 
united in the Act of Worſhip? Will a candid Fel- 
low Proteſtant affirm, that any Part of it tends to 
Idolatry, as ſome Parts of the Romiſh Worſhip do? 
Candid Men of all Perſuaſions will confeſs the Truth, 
and therefore the Subſtance of our Liturgy has no- 
thing to ſear from their Examination. Superfluities 
and Irreverence are both apt to ſhelter themſelves 
under the word Decency; but both are as carefully 
avoided, as the Times would permit, when this 
Form was compiled ; and are not complained of 
now, by the moſt deyout  Werllyppers in our 
Church. 196 2 


When 
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vate, his Senſe of God, and of his own Dependence 
and Obligations; together with his Offences, will 
impreſs his Mihd with a reverential Awe, which, 
like other Sentiments of the Mind, will almoſt in- 
voluntarily be accompanied with a ſuitable Poſture 
of Body. When whole Congregations preſent them- 
ſelves, the ſame Reafons ſubſiſting, or being ſuppoſed 
to ſubſiſt, the ſame Poſture is properly preſcribed to 
them, for the Benefit of each individual, as well as 
for the mutual Benefit of. Example. Theſe Reaſons 
for preſcribing the outward” Act, which is moſt ex- 
preſſive of the ſuppoſed State of the Mind, are ſup- 
ported by the higheſt Authorities; kneeling having 
been the Poſture of Prayer in the Jewiſh, and in 
the earlieſt Days of the Chriſtian Church. 


To keep the Prayers true to their proper Ob- 
ject, the Fopperies of Rome are diſcarded from 
our Church, and her Miniſters aſtume no ſuch 
authoritative Powers to themſelves, as might 
divert the Devotion of the People from its proper 
Object to them. The Objections, which have been 
made to the Poſture of kneeling at the Sacrament, 
cannot 


4 
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cannot juſtly be made now, when there is hardly a 
Member of our Church, who believes the Elements 
to be Objects of Worſhip, or who believes them to 
be any thing more in themſelves, than they were 
before Conſecration. 


The ſame regard to Decency runs through the 
Form of our Prayers. God is addreſſed in Words 

becoming our Conceptions of his Greatneſs, and the 
Knowledge we have, or ought to have, of our De- 


pendence and Unworthineſs. The Form of Confeſſion 


is as humble, as becomes ſelf- convicted Sinners, 
who apply to their Judge for Mercy. The Prayers 
for Temporal Bleſlings are few and general, and 
very conſiſtent with an intire Submiſſion to the Will 
and Providence of God. The Prayers for Spiritual 
bleſſings are many and various; as ſhort as our Sa- 
viour directs our Prayers to be, and as numerous, 
us the Wants, of which we ought to be ſenſible, 
and for the Relief of which we are commanded to 
pray. The Appeal to the Merits and Mediation of 
Chriſt, which concludes every Prayer, implies an 
humble and decent Confeſſion, that we cannot t truſt 
for Succeſs to our own Merits. 


if 
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If then the. Prayers themſelves, the Diſpoſition of 
them, and the Manner in which they are directed to 
beoffered up, concur to form a Worſhip becoming ſuch 
a Creature as Man, towards his Creator, Governor 
and Judge, ſurely we do not exaggerate in the praiſe 
of our Liturgy, when we attribute to it the Merit 
of conducing to a Decent Worſhip. 


In the laſt Place, is the Book of common Prayer 
ſuited to a ſincere Worſhip ? Is there any Thing in 
the Prayers, which doth not correſpond to the Pu- 
rity of Heart of the beſt Chriſtian, and which he 
may not pronounce as Words, flowing from his own. 
Sentiments? Are not the Bleſſings he prays for, the 
very Bleflings he wiſhes and needs? Is he not in the 
Sight of God that miſerable Sinner, which he pro- 
feſſes himſelf to be? Has he not received the Mer- 
cies, for which he is here returning Thanks? What 
is there then, in which a fincere Worſhipper of 
God may not join, or which does not come up to 
the devout Thoughts of his own Mind in the Worſhip 
of God? Theſe Queſtions may be asked the more 
confidently, becauſe there arc few of our diſſenting 
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Fellow-Proteſtants, who do not ſometimes Join in 
theſe Forms. If they cannot offer up ſuch Prayers ſin- 
cerely, they would not join in them at all; for we 
have no more right to charge them, than they have 
to charge us, with honouring God with the Lips, 
when the Heart is far from him. 


If then our Liturgy be, upon the whole, a pro- 
per Form of Worſhip for a rational and ſinful Crea- 
ture to offer to the great and perfe& God: and if 
it be expreſſive of all the ſincerity of Devotion, 
to which the beſt Chriſtian can pretend, let us not 
be moved, by here and there an Imperfection, to 
think lightly of fo great an Inſtrument of true Piety, 
which has aſſiſted many, and will, even whilſt it 


continues unreformed, aſſiſt many more good Chriſ- 


| | tians in their ay to Heaven. 


It is in x57 Ba Caſes much eaſier to cenſure a great 
Work, than to execute it; and it may be truly ſaid 
of a Form of publick Prayer, that it is onc of the 
moſt difficult human Compoſitions. A knowledge of 


Scriptureand of Chriſtian Antiquity arc indeed conſide- 
rable 


LF - 
rable Requiſites ; but the moſt fundamental are, 
a large Meaſure of true Picty and a very ſuperior 
Judgment, Without both theſe Qualifications, the 
Prayer produced will be very lifeleſs; it will betray 
the Incapacity of the Compoſer, and it will neither 
excite, nor aſſiſt Devotion in the Reader, 


Scripture indeed is an inexhauſtible Fund for the 
Language of Prayer; but Scripture in the Hands of 
a Man without real Picty will be as inſufficient to 
produce a good Prayer, as the beſt Inftrument will 
be in unſkilful Hands, to produce a Work of Art, 
If the pious Deſire, to which the ſcriptural Phraſe 
ſnould correſpond,” exiſts not in the Heart of the 
Compoſer, Scripture will be applied by him indiſ- 
criminately; and if at the ſame time he be deficient 
in Judgment, he will make uſe of ſcriptural Phraſes, 
which are not adapted to the Language of Prayer; 
and his own Expreſſions will be at a diſtance from 
the proper medium, either too lofty, or too loõ-w; 
Either too general, or too particular, the latter of 
which an injudicious Man will be more apt to fall 


into, than the former, 
G4 The 
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The Compilers of our Liturgy labored under none 
of this Incapacity. They are remarkably happy in 
the Uſe of Scripture Language, and ſurprizingly 
judicious in compiling a Form of Prayers, which, 

at fo great a Diſtance of Time, and under ſome 
change of Language and Manners, ſtill ſuits the 
Condition of all the Chriſtians, who uſe it, and 

enables them to preſent themſelves before God ac- 


ceptably, on every Occaſion of Public, and on 
many Occaſions of private Worſhip. 


I cannot better recapitulate and inforce what hath 
been ſaid, than in the Words of a Prelate, who was, 
throughout . his long Life, an illuſtrious Ornament 
to this Proteſtant Church, and argued moſt un- 
anſwerably for the reaſonableneſs of Conformity to it; 
I mean the late excellent Biſhop Hoa pLEV, in whoſe 


perſuaſroe to lay-Conformity we find the following 
Paſſage on the Liturgy; | 


There is nothing in this Service indecent ; no- 
thing unſuitable to the Majeſty of him who re- 
* ceives it, or unbecoming the Character of thoſe 


who 


2 
« who offer it. It is compoſed of Confeſſions; of 
“ Praiſes and Thankſgivings; of Prayers and Inter- 
e ceſſions; and theſe very well adapted to the Con- 


« ditions and Obligations, and Neceſſities of the Ge- 


« nerality of Chriſtians. And what could you wiſh 


© for more in a Public Service? Or, where can 


© you go, where you can be certain of ſo good and 
« ſo proper Aſſiſtances? If you ſay, you have been 
e preſent at this Service, and find little entertain- 
« ment in it; that it is dry and jejune, -unapt to 


„ move your Affections, and raiſe your Devotions 5 
* conſider, whence this muſt have proceeded? Have 
you come to it with a hearty good Will, and a 


« ſincere deſire of reliſhing it? Have you. thrown 
« out of your Minds all Prejudices, and endeavoured 
« to cure all that Indifference to it, which a long 
« diſuſe may have cauſed ? Have you attended to 
« it with Application and Seriouſneſs ? And, above 
« all, have you prepared your Hearts before-hand, 
ce and endeavoured to furniſh them with ſuch 
Thoughts, and ſuch Affections, as are proper to 
be expreſſed in all the ſeveral Parts of Public 


% J/orſhip? This is the main Point of all: And. 


« whoever 
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$* whoever hath conſcientiouſly done this, I am per- 
e ſuaded, will not lightly ſpeak evil of the abliſpea 
« Liturgy.” 


